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sweet-water canal from Ismailia, where you can just
see in the distance the airship mooring mast that stands
up like a black spike against the waters of Timsa. Now
you have only to follow the eastern edge of the cultiva-
tion, which ends quite abruptly in the sand, and in due
time you will see the white plaster houses of Heliopolis,
which appear like white boxes in rows,
Heliopolis is a suburb about 6 miles north-east of
the city of Cairo, and performs the same sort of function
that Golders Green does for London. Here is the aero-
drome that is your journey's end. From there you
can take a tram, or, if you dare risk it, an Egyptian taxi,
and in twenty minutes you will be spinning in the hub
of Egypt.
In order to assist in grasping the scale of the Air
Mail Route, I will superimpose an imaginary flight from
Penzance to the Shetland Islands, via Plymouth, Exeter,
Bristol, Worcester, Harrogate, Durham, Edinburgh,
Inverness and the Orkneys. This should help to give
an idea of the distances involved. Imagine Penzance
is Baghdad. Ramadi would correspond to Plymouth*
As we approach the great mud flat at !*.(?, V, rwhich
is 112 miles from Ramadi, we should be 12 miles beyond
Exeter. When we pass out of the hills where lie the
wells of El Jid, we should be a few miles beyond Wor-
cester. By the time we had crossed the Judsean Hills
into Palestine we should have arrived at Inverness.
Kantara on the Suez Canal would represent the northern
shores of the Orkneys, and finally the end of the flight
at Heliopolis would have just taken us to the Shetlands,
To take other examples, the distance between Cairo
and Baghdad is, within a hundred miles or so, the same
as the distances from London to Stockholm, London

